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September 6, 2023
Dear Clerks, CAOs, and Conservation Authority Administrators:

Re: Proposal to return lands in Ajax to the Greenbelt

In December 2022, to accommodate Ontario’s unprecedented growth by supporting the building
of more homes, our government removed or redesignated 15 areas of land totaling
approximately 7,400 acres from the edge of the Greenbelt Area. At the same time, a portion of
the Paris Galt Moraine was added to the Greenbelt, along with 13 Urban River Valleys, totalling
9,400 acres, for an overall expansion of approximately 2000 acres.

The government was clear that owners of the lands removed from the Greenbelt would be
expected to develop detailed plans to build housing with landowners also being responsible for
paying for the full cost of housing-enabling and community-building infrastructure. It is the
government’s expectation that significant progress on approvals and implementation be
achieved by the end of 2023.

It has come to the government’s attention that the discussions surrounding the development of
the lands removed from the Greenbelt located at 765 and 775 Kingston Road East in the Town
of Ajax were at an early stage, and that a 104-acre parcel within the lands was recently listed for
sale. These actions run counter to the government’s objective of building homes quickly. The
government is now seeking feedback on a proposal to return these lands, amounting to
approximately 133 acres, to the Greenbelt Area through an amendment to the Greenbelt Area
boundary regulation (O. Reg. 59/05) and an amendment to the Greenbelt Plan.

Further information on the proposal to amend the Greenbelt Plan and Greenbelt Area
boundary regulation, can be found at:
e ERO #019-7561 — Proposal to return lands to the Greenbelt (Amendment to
the Greenbelt Plan)
e ERO #019-7562 — Proposal to return lands to the Greenbelt (Amendment to
Greenbelt Boundary Regulation O. Reg. 59/05)

Information and mapping on the 2022 decision to amend the Greenbelt Plan can be
found here:

e ERO #019-6216 - Amendments to the Greenbelt Plan

e Greenbelt Maps

The comment period on the Environmental Registry of Ontario is open for 45 days and will close
on October 20, 2023. | look forward to receiving your input on this proposal.

In the meantime, my ministry is working to prepare a review of the Greenbelt to ensure that it is
appropriately accommodating Ontario’s significant growth, as is mandated in provincial
legislation. This review will be informed by the recommendations of the Auditor General’s report
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and will include an evaluation of the remaining properties that were removed from the Greenbelt
late last year.

As ministry officials design and launch this review, the non-partisan Provincial Land and
Development Facilitator will continue to work with proponents of the remaining sites to ensure
that progress on these lands continues, including the obligation to provide community benefits
such as parks, community centres, schools and hospitals. This work will be an important input
into the mandated review into the Greenbelt, as will meaningful consultation with municipalities,
Indigenous communities and regular people living in these areas who deal with the negative
impacts of the housing supply crisis the most. The properties that were removed from the
Greenbelt will have to stand on their own merits: If the review finds these properties cannot
support the government’s objective of building homes quickly, they will be returned to the
Greenbelt.

We have been clear that progress on these sites must meet the government’s expectations. If
planning and approvals have not significantly progressed by the end of this year and if shovels
are not in the ground by 2025, the government will return these lands to the Greenbelt.

Sincerely,

(G1.)-

The Hon. Paul Calandra
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

C. Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing,
Planning and Growth Division



